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PAGE 01 GENEVA 06369 27I302Z 
ACTION DLOS-09 

INEO OCT-OI NEA-IO 10-13 ISO-00 ACDA-I2 AGRE-00 AID-05 
CEA-OI CEQ-OI CG-00 CIAE-00 COME-00 DODE-00 
DOTE-00 EB-08 EPA-OI SOE-02 DOE-15 EMC-OI TRSE-00 
H-OI INR-IO INT-05 JUSE-00 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 
NSF-OI OES-07 OMB-01 PA-01 PM-05 SP-02 SS-15 
ICA-11 /146W 

069201 281356Z/53 

R271257Z APR78 
FM USMISSION GENEVA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8922 
INEO USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 
AMEMBASSY KUWAIT 
AMEMBASSY MUSCAT 
AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 

CONEIDENTIAL GENEVA 06369 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PEGS, IR 

SUBJECT: LOS: IRANIAN COMMENTARY 

REF: TEHRAN 3768 

1. USE OE TERM "EREE PASSAGE" IN REETEL IS CONEUSING. IN 
TERRITORIAL SEA GENERALLY, THERE IS A RIGHT OE "INNOCENT 
PASSAGE," DEEINED AS PASSAGE WHICH IS NOT "PREJUDICIAL TO 
THE PEACE, GOOD ORDER, OR SECURITY" OE THE COASTAL STATE, 

AND NOT RPT NOT INCLUDING A RIGHT OE OVER-ELIGHT OR 
SUBMERGED PASSAGE. 

2. THE US OPPOSED RPT OPPOSED APPLYING THESE RESTRICTIONS 
WHERE THE TERRITORIAL SEA OVERLAPS STRAITS AND INSTEAD 
PROPOSED FREE PASSAGE OE SHIPS AND AIRCRAFT IN TRANSIT AS 
IF THEY WERE ON THE HIGH SEAS. 

CONEIDENTIAL 

CONEIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 GENEVA 06369 271302Z 

3. THE TEXTS BEEORE THE LOS CONEERENCE CONTAIN A RIGHT OE 
"TRANSIT PASSAGE" EOR STRAITS WHICH ACCOMMODATE BASIC US 
INTERESTS IN FREE PASSAGE, BUT CONTAIN MORE ELABORATE 
GUARANTEES OF THE INTERESTS OE THE STRAIT STATES THAN HAD 
BEEN CONTAINED IN THE ORIGINAL US PROPOSAL. THOSE ARTICLES 
ARE WIDELY REGARDED AS A REASONABLE COMPROMISE WHICH SHOULD 
NOT BE DISTURBED OR REOPENED. THAT IS THE POSITION OP THE 
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UNITED STATES. 

4. OMANI OPPOSITION TO TRANSIT PASSAGE ARTICLES CONTINUES. 

RICHARDSON 

CONFIDENTIAL 

NNN 
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